
THE LAST UNTOUCHED PIECES OF WILDERNESS  
 
Caves are last untouched places on Earth 
and among the world’s most remote and 
fragile places. Despite the long existence of 
caves, we continue to learn from the caves 
and about them. Thus also the evaluation of 
caves as part of our natural heritage is 
constantly changing. The Society has been 
active in the field of nature conservation 
since its establishment. In 1920 our 
members took part in the creation of the first 
nature conservation program and made 
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efforts towards cave protection. Since 2004 the Society has won 
the status of “a society operating in the public interest” in the field 
of nature conservation. 
 
Dwellers of the permanent darkness 
With their intricate passageways and 
dramatic formations, no two caves are 
alike. They provide unique habitats for 
unique cave dwellers, some of which 
spend their entire lives in the dark. 
Slovenia is special place in terms of its 
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richness of cave animals (170 species/15.000 km2). Many species 
are known only from Slovenia. Human activities both above and 
below ground now threaten these hidden worlds. Carelessness, 
ignorance, and intentional vandalism can quickly, and permanently, 
damage a cave, its formations, environment, and the creatures that 
live within it. Once destroyed, a cave and its contents can never be 
recovered. 
 
CAVER AS OCCUPATION 
Some of us joined caving because it 
links to our professional lives. Caves 
are a valuable source for information 
about both the geological and 
historical past. Scientists study the 
natural resources in the caves and 
karst areas. These studies range  
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from investigating the habitats of the many species of cave adapted 
animals, to a better understanding how caves were formed. 
Hydrogeologists study underground water and the interactions 
between surface water and groundwater in karst areas. Nature 
conservationists visit caves aiming to protect them. The records of 
past human civilizations are found as cave artefacts and these 
attract archaeologists who study the remains that are the clues to 
our past. 

100 YEARS OF CLUB MEMBERS 
 
The history and the modern life of the Society has been written by 
almost 1000 members of diverse profiles,  amateurs, admirers, 
fanciers, friends from different corners of  the country. The 
exhibition is dedicated to their achievements and diverse caving 
and social life contributions.  
 
 
 
Visit our home page: 
http://www.dzrjl.si/ 
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LJUBLJANICA 
 
River Of Seven Names  
 
Why the river of seven 
names? The catchment 
of the Ljubljanica river 
comprises vast karst 
areas between the 
Ljubljana basin and 
Sne�nik Mountain. 
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Waters from the catchments, Cerkniško polje and Pivka 
basin join in Planinska jama. The Cerknica branch begins 
as the karst spring called Trbuhovica, reappears in Vrhniški 
Obrh in the Loško polje, returns on Cerkniško polje where it 
is called the Str�en. The stream reappears in the Rakov 
Škocjan under the name of Rak and it follows the route of 
the dark underground stream passages, towards the cave 
Planinska jama. The other branch of the River Pivka sinks 
into Postojnska jama and joins the Rak at an underground 
confluence in the Planinska jama. From this cave it flows 
out under the name Unica and meanders across Planinsko 
polje where the water disappears again. The stream flows 
completely underground towards the marshes of 
Ljubljansko barje, where it gushes out of many springs 
along a four-kilometre-long line connecting Bistra and 
Vrhnika. It later meanders over Ljubljana marsh and 
through the town of Ljubljana until it joins the Sava river.  
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The Ljubljanica 
connects the 
outstanding 
natural curiosities 
mentioned above 
and many caves 
including 
Planinska jama, 
Postojnska jama, 
Kri�na jama, 

Najdena jama, Logar� ek and Gradišnica. These locations are 
where our Society has had some of its main exploration 
achievements.  
 

ORIGIN OF THE SOCIETY, 1910 
 
Floods 
 
Karst poljes in the hinterland of the Ljubljanica and Krka 
rivers are fertile oases in an otherwise rocky landscape. 
Unfortunately the floods often destroyed the crops on 
poljes. The government of the province Corinthian engaged 
Czech engineer, Viljem Putick, to take over the struggle 
against floods. He considered the key to the problem lay in 
searching and exploring caves. 
 

 
Portrait of Viljem Putick. 
Unknown author. 

The origin of the Society goes 
back to 1910 when the 
Governor General of the 
province, Baron Theodor 
Schwarz von Karsten, decided 
to establish the Ljubljana 
Society for Exploration of 
Caves upon the suggestion of 
Viljem Putick and Ivan Andrej 
Perko.  Baron Schwarz 
became the first President of 
the Society and its lifelong 
member. 

 
DRENOVCI – THE SOUL OF SOCIETY'S 
EXPLORATION 
 
The new Society was in essence a gentleman’s club but its 
members didn’t have the skill or knowledge to do difficult 
research work underground. This is the reason they took on 
assistants to do caving activities. The members of a 
mountaineering group, The Dren (meaning »Cornel«) 
became 
dedicated to 
caving.  
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100 YEARS OF LOVE FOR CAVE 
EXPLORATION  
 
For a hundred years, the Society survived in from the Austro 
Hungarian Empire to the modern independent Republic of 
Slovenia. It had many changes in location, membership and 
active interests. The history and the modern life of the 
Society has been written by almost 1000 members. The 
results achieved by many of them are admired still today.  
 

 

Through all these years 
the Society’s life reveals 
an unbroken chain of 
members who shared the 
love for nature and cave 
exploration from 
generation to generation. 
Today as amateurs we 
still explore, document 
and protect the caves in 
our free time.  
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DISCOVER THE UNDISCOVERED WORLD 
 
WHERE NO ONE HAS BEEN BEFORE 
 
Non-cavers can hardly 
understand what drags us into 
caves. Why we keep tolerating 
the cold and mud and why we 
keep returning from the caves 
happy, enthusiast and full of 
stories. Although the first cave 
exploration was aimed at 
preventing flood risks on karst 
poljes, we now know that our 
predecessors were driven by 
curiosity and the desire to 
reveal an unknown world. It is 
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not much different today: we keep descending to the caves 
to discover the places where nobody has been before us. 



To Come Deeper And Farther 
 
Cave exploration is not a competitive sport. However 
exploring caves can be extremely physically demanding 
and thus the challenges of the sport depend on the cave 
being visited.  
 
The caver’s primary 
challenge is to discover 
new places, an 
untouched world with 
our trusted friends who 
will always be there to 
help in good times or 
bad. The fabric of a 
caving friendship is 
rarely broken.  
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OVERCOMING THE BARRIERS 
 
There is enough air in the caves as long as we do not have 
to go under water!   
 
There are always many 
challenges for an 
explorer in the 
underground world of 
caves. Potholes - 
downwards and upwards, 
water, mud, cold and 
narrow passages have 
always toughened cavers 
for 100 years. The 
difficulties are the same 
nowadays, we just tackle 
them differently. 
 

Photo: Toma� Planina 

IN THE WORLD OF VERTIGINOUS 

VERTICALS 
 
Abysses have been the most mysterious part of the 
underground and the biggest challenge to cavers. They 
can be several hundreds meters deep. Some of the 
deepest are right here in Slovenia.  
Until recently we had used 
the steel or iron cable 
ladders. Development of 
single rope technique 
(SRT) brought in a 
revolution in conquering 
the vertical world of caves. 
The Deepest caves have 
many shafts which are now 
accessible using SRT. 
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IN THE WORLD OF DARKNESS 
 
We need lighting in caves. Many cavers still use carbide 
lamp systems, with open flames giving the warm and 
dispersed light. With one fill with it gives light for some 8 
hours. Many cavers carry two sources of light - one as 
primary and the other as backup in case the first fails. 
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IN THE EMBRACE OF MUD, MOISTURE AND COLD 
 
In caves we are wet and muddy. Temperatures in high 
mountains caves are only a little above freezing point, in 
the lowlands only some ten degrees more. The type of 
clothes worn underground varies according to the 
environment of the cave being explored. Climbing and 
squeezing narrow passages demands hard-wearing and 
waterproof material. The caver is recognized also by the 
boots on his feet and by wearing strong rubber gloves to 
protect the hands against abrasion and/or cold. 
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IN NERROW PASSAGES 
 
Passages are part of everyday life of a caver. Often, we 
have a hunch that behind the next small impassable hole 
there are bigger galleries. 
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HUNGRY, TIRED, WET  
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We usually 
are not able to 
explore the 
demanding 
caves in one 
day. That is 
why we often 
camp in the 
caves.  

On a flat floor we make our bed otherwise we stretch 
hammocks. In cold caves we need sleeping bags to be 
warm enough. There is no bivouacking without food, too.  
 
There is no cave without water, but this is often a barrier 
as well. In some caves only drops are falling, through in 
others there are underground rivers, in many others the 
galleries are completely under the water. In many cases 
boots are  
sufficient, sometimes we swim 
or float, in some places we 
make the ropeway, but in 
siphons only skilled divers can 
enter. Our members were 
among pioneers of cave 
diving, the diving section of 
our Society had been active 
since 1955 but in the mid 
1980’s it gradually declined.  
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CAVE DIVING 
 

 

Cave diving 
is technically 
extremely 
demanding 
and 
dangerous. 
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CAVE MAPPERS 
 
The culmination of the cave exploration is to do cave maps. 
That is why mapping is one of the most important parts of 
documenting a cave. If we do a good job of documenting a 
cave, years and years from now someone will read what we 
wrote and view what we drew.  
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The equipment has changed but in reality the mapping 
looks like it did 100 years ago. It is still a demanding and 
time consuming job.  
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REST AND CLEANING OUR CAVE EQUIPMENT 
 
When we come out the cave, our work is far from being 
finished! We always find time and a place to have a rest, 
refresh ourselves and summarise our impressions from the 
excursion.  
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Muddy equipment is waiting to be cleaned. Back home we 
are obliged to prepare the proper cave documentation 
required to register a cave (basic data, map, plan, profile, 
table of surveys, pictures). 
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CAVE MAPS  
CREAM OF THE CAVING EXPLORATION  
 
From the muddy sketchbook with measurements and 
sketches we need to prepare the final outcome – the map.   
 

 

Once upon a time cave 
maps were drawn by hand, 
but today the substantial 
part of work is done by a 
computer. However, 
whenever we look at the 
artistic outputs of our 
predecessors, we become 
a bit of sentimental about 
the times when their 
handmade pieces of arts 
were highly valued. 
 
Drawn by: Pavel Kunaver 

 
CAVE DOCUMENT  
THE ID OF THE CAVE 
 
The accolade of “discovering” a cave belongs to the person 
who first documented the cave or part of it. A good cave 
map makes it possible to compare a cave with other caves, 
and provides a graphic framework for the word-pictures that 
describe a cave. So documentation, in a real sense, 
becomes part of our immortality.   
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CAVE REGISTER 
WHERE WE LEARN EVERYTHING ABOUT ANYTHING 

 
The position, description and the map of the cave and its 
surroundings, together with other data and observations are 
put together in cave documentation or records which are 
lodged into the national cave register. This is an arranged 
file of documents about explored and registered caves. In 
Slovenia there are far more than 9000 registered caves. 

 
 

SOCIETY’S CAVE REGISTER  
FROM PRINTED FILES TOWARDS ELECTRONIC DATA BASE 

 
The foundation of the first cave register in Slovenia was 
made by the Society when it was established. It is an 
indispensable collection of data about explored and 
registered caves.  Ever since its inception, our Society 
has contributed substantially to the development of the 
modern cave register and has upgraded it by the first 
electronic cadastral survey in the country and indeed in 
the world. In hundred years time our Society has 
registered some 2000 caves but it explored over 3000 
caves; alone (blue line) and in cooperation with other 
caving clubs (pink line). 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DOCUMENTS OF THE TIME 
 
The underground world has always been a challenge for 
photographers and film makers. Good cave photography  
demands a lot of effort. 
Sometimes we only realise how 
amazing the world we explored is 
when we see the photographs, no 
matter how sophisticated the 
photo and filming technology we 
have. Our Society’s photographers 
have created a magnificent 
collection of photos over a 
hundred years. 
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IMAGES OF THE UNDERGROUND WORLD 
 
Photographers in a huge underground chamber from their 
position often cannot see the entirety of their surroundings. 
They imagine it in their brains. In next step they walk 
across the chamber and exposure the place bit by bit.  
This only then comes alive only after the film is developed 
at home. Cave photography brings alive the underground 
world in a way that would otherwise never be seen. 

 

 
 
 
 
Photographer 
Toma� Planina  

 
CAVING MOVIES  

Members of the 
Society at the 
international 
festival of caving 
films in La 
Chapelle-en-
Vercors, 4.9.1980  
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CAVING SCHOOL 
 
Caves can be dangerous places with risks of falling, 
hypothermia, falling rocks, danger of flooding due to 
rainwater, and physical exhaustion. Our first and main 
priority for our members is to ensure they are adequately 
trained and skilled. Each caver has to learn fundamental 
skills in the basic caving techniques needed for exploring 
the cave environment. These include the "Single Rope 
Technique" for descending or ascending vertical caves 
and shafts, awareness of risks in caves, and to follow the 
conservation rules of the cave-friendly exploration.  
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The Society organises a caving school and in recent 
years about 15 people pass the course annually and 
become cavers. 
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RESCUING AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE EQUIPMENT 

DEVELOPMENT MEAN SUPPORT TO EXPLORATION 
 
Rescuing people from caves is difficult, time-consuming, 
and requires special skills, training, and equipment. In 
1959 our Society established the first formal rescue team 
with the aim of not only rescuing people in caves, but also 
to educate young cavers in all aspects of safe caving. 
Caving is not necessarily a high-risk sport but, as in all 
physical sports, knowing your own limitations is crucial. 
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MILESTONES AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
 
Our Society has made too many milestones and 
achievements in the last 100 years to list them all. Our 
Society has put Slovene caving onto the world’s map and 
our ongoing achievements have kept our profile high. 
 
A record that 
remained almost 50 
years 
In 1917 our cavers, 
Kunaver and Michler, 
reached 146 m deep in 
Rovpa, remaining the 
Society’s record until 
1965.  

 
Author: Pavel Kunaver 

Source: IZRK   
 

Inter-war exploration 
 
Between the two World Wars there were 1264 excursions 
and 745 caves explored. Even more exploration would 
have been possible except for the lack of finances and 
resources. 
 
The longest cave in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
 
In 1931 the Society 
explored the cave 
Vjetrenica in 
Herzegovina where 
several kilometres of 
the galleries were 
measured, thus 
making it the longest 
cave in then Kingdom 
of Yugoslavia.  
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First exploration in Kri�na 
jama 
 
The systematic exploration of 
Kri�na jama was taken over 
by the Society. Between the 
years 1928 and 1937 our 
members organised 15 
excursions to this cave. 
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AFTER WAR MOMENTUM 
 
With the second World War 
generation of cavers still very 
active, young cavers had 
difficulty to make theirs 
influence felt. They then 
directed their activities 
towards the so far 
inaccessible places of 
Slovene karst.  
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Najdena jama 
and high 
mountains 
caves 
explorations 
were among 
their biggest 
successes. 
 

 
Caving clubs and work with youth 

 
In the years 1949 and 1950 many young people joined 
caving thanks to the work of Prof Pavel Kunaver, Janez 
Kuš� er and Dr Albin Seliškar who took over the Societies 
work with youth. Membership increased by 200%. 

 
Branches of the Society 
 

 

In the 1950s branches 
of the Society were 
established which 
gradually became 
autonomous clubs.  
This meant the 
Society lost the 
function it had as a 
unifying society.  
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WHERE IS LIPPERTOVA JAMA? 
 
The mysterious cave of Lippertova jama is linked to the 
researcher Viljem Putick and became a real legend. 
Putick descend into the cave in 1880 and reached the  

 

underground River 
Ljubljanica. However 
he took the secrets of 
this cave into the grave 
soon after the First 
World War. 

 
In 1935 our cavers became interested in this forgotten 
cave. They found an entrance to the cave which they 
thought was the one in Putick’s sketch. They soon realised 
that it didn’t match with the description and the cave was 
named Najdena jama (meaning “Found Cave”).  
 

 

Due to the Second World War 
nobody proceeded with 
explorations until 1962.  
Lippertova jama has still not 
been found, but during the 
searching the area of Lanski 
vrh, cavers discovered some 90 
other caves.  
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Over 5 km long cave Najdena jama, drawn by popular 
computer program Speleoliti developed by our 
member Matej Dular. 

 

 
 

NAJDENA JAMA 
 
In the beginning 
of 1960s young 
members of the 
Society tackled 
digging a 
passage and in 
1963 they 
broke through 
into the inner 
part of the cave 
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and reached the underground River Ljubljanica. These 
excursions into Najdena jama took place every weekend, 
sometimes in the middle of week and even at night.  They did 
explorations of horizontal galleries, vertical chimneys, and in 
the 1970s practiced cave diving in cooperation with foreign 
cave divers. The most recent discoveries in Najdena jama go 
back only a few years. Today, the cave is over 5 km long. 
 
WHERE THE CORE OF THE SOCIETY WAS 
HARDEN 
 
During the intensive explorations of Najdena jama there was 
created a core group of young and ambitious members of the 
Society. Their exceptional enthusiasm and friendships led to 
a whole collection of caving songs which are still sung today. 
 
Veteran Gathering 
 
For last 40 years there is 
every year, on last Saturday 
in May, a big gathering at 
Najdena jama called 
“Veteran Action”. It has 
become a part of our 
Society’s tradition. Every 
year there are 50 or more 
members visiting the cave. 
This is a gathering of the 
cavers of all generations 
and they often bring with 
them their families. 
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BREAKTHROUGH AMONGST THE BEST  
 
The Golden Generation of the Sixties 
 
After the 
successes in 
Najdena jama, 
Kanin mountain 
plateau, in 
Jazben and 
Lipiško brezno, 
the young 
generation 
tackled a new  
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challenge – �ankana cave in Istria which became a new 
Yugoslav cave record in reached depth (361m).  
 
ON THE EDGE OF EXTREME  
 
High Mountains Cave Explorations 
The frontier of caving down to 1000m depth was reached 
by an international expedition in 1956 in France (Gouffre 
Berger). This achievement marked a new era in sport 
caving, demanding top-level physical and psychological 
condition.  
 
In early sixties our cavers 
began explorations in high 
mountain karst areas. In 1961 
there was an expedition to 
Triglavsko brezno, followed by 
the new Society’s record (-
310m) in 1970 in Ljubljanska 
jama in Kamniško Savinjske 
Alpe. In the 704m deep Pološka 
jama the new Yugoslav record 
was set in 1971 (– 685m) by 
cavers of several caving clubs, 
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including ours.At the end of 1970s the deep shaft Brezno pod 
gamsovo glavico) in the Julian Alps became a symbol for 
cave explorations in high mountains. In 1979 a new Yugoslav 
depth record was reached in this cave at the depth of 776m. 
After the connection with Botrova jama was discovered, the 
system became 819m deep.  

DEEPER THEN 1000 M 
 

 
Photo: Toma� Planina 

Cavers of the 
Society 
explored 
hundreds of 
caves in the 
first 
systematic 
explorations 
of the Kanin 
plateau in the 
Julian Alps. 

 
In late 1980s our members found the cave Vandima and in 
1993 crossed the frontier of caving beyond 1000m deep. In 
1994 the cave explorations stopped at a depth of 1182m. 
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ONCE MORE DEEPER THEN 1000 M  
 
Between the years 1991 and 2000 the members of the 
Society discovered and explored two caves deeper than 
1000m. There are only 89 caves in the world deeper than 
1000m and only few caving clubs having two such caves “in 
the bag”. In 1994, the bottom of the 501m deep entrance 

 

shaft in 850m deep 
Brezno pod Velbom 
on the Kanin 
plateau was 
reached. For three 
years it had been 
the world's deepest 
known shaft. 
 
 
Brezno pod velbom, 
drawn by: Franci 
Gabrovšek 

 
In 1998 our members found an entrance to the 1238m deep 
Renetovo brezno.  
 

                              


